
1 

 

     HIDAYATULLAH NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, RAIPUR 

 PROJECT GUIDELINES FOR LL.M   

          (July 2024 – June 2025) 

           Date: 12/08/2024 

The present guidelines are applicable to the papers of LL.M at HNLU. The 

evaluation of projects of LL,M will be for 20 marks in total out of which 15 marks 

will be for written submission and 5 marks will be  for viva-voce. The, general 

instructions, required format evaluation criteria, penalties for late submission, 

viva-voce etc are under. 

 

1. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:  

  

A. Length of the Research Proposal: The proposal should be of 3000 to 4000 

words for including footnotes typed in MS word format in (Times New Roman Font 

Size 12 with 1.5 Spacing).  

B. Title of Project Topic: The running text or the description/narration of the 

research proposal must begin with the Title of the project topic at the top of the 

page and followed by Name/Class details of the student at the center.  

C. Introduction/Background of the Problem: In addition to defining and refining 

the problem or the topic and outlining/highlighting the significance or importance 

of the topic in the introductory section, one must try to present it in such a manner 

so as to create a platform for to stand upon and address the readers. The objective 

of writing a good introduction citing its relevant and background information, as 

the case may be, is to create interest in the minds of the readers and impress them 

about the seriousness or significance of the of the problem(s) being studied.  

D. Review of Literature: It is one of the most important parts of research writing. 

It helps us to acquaint ourselves with the kind of work that has been done in a 

given area and the perspectives from which the problem has been addressed. It 

helps not only in avoiding repetition but also in identifying the gaps in a particular 
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area of study. So, the students must go in for extensive review of literature in their 

chosen area of study to acquaint themselves with the works that have been done 

and the gaps that exist. The proposed study must be presented as an attempt to fill 

the gap identified by the researcher.  

E. Research Objectives: This is to provide the objective for choosing the 

topic/problem that you have chosen for study and offering some kind of plausible 

explanations/reasons/justifications based on clear objectives.  

F. Research Questions: Based on the review of literature and identification of 

research gaps, the student must come out with certain pertinent or relevant 

research questions, which he/she must try to answer in the course of her research 

and investigation. They serve as pointers for the researcher in carrying out the 

research and based on that, one must state the methodology being adopted for 

conducting the project work like; doctrinal or non-doctrinal method.  

G. Methodology: Based on setting the objectives/goals, the researcher should 

specify the scope and limitations by stating the broad methodology which he/she 

wants to adopt or employ.  

H. Discussion/Analysis: The data/information collected and synthesized should 

be discussed and critically analysed to answer the research questions. The project 

report should be a single document divided into respective headings and sub-

headings as per the requirement of the topic.  

I. Summary of Findings/Expected Outcome/and Research Contribution: Finally, 

the researcher may present the summary of research findings along with the 

suggestions and the expected outcome from the study and how and in what way it 

can contribute to our society, economy or polity in general and in resolving a 

problem in a given field or area.  

J. List of References: List of reference must be given at the end citing the resources 

with a uniform citation pattern following (APA/ MLA Handbook of 

Writing/Harvard Bluebook 20th edition).  

K. Separate Turnitin class will be created for students to facilitate plagiarism check 

at their end before final submission.  
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2. FORM/CONTENT:  

1. Introduction/ Background of the topic (Contextual Outline)  

2. Review of Literature  

3. Research Objectives  

4. Research Questions  

5. Methodology  

6. Discussion/Analysis  

7. Conclusion/Findings & Suggestions  

8. List of References/ Bibliography  

  

 

      3. SUBMISSION GUIDELINES : 

  

A. The students shall add an Abstract/ Synopsis of maximum 250 words after 

the title page of the final project report to be submitted within the stipulated 

time.   

B. Submissions shall be made only to the Turnitin Class created by the 

respective faculty.  

C. Two Turnitin class groups shall be created, one for facilitating similarity 

checking by students and another for final submission.  

D. The Turnitin class for final submission shall be created just two days prior to 

the last date of Submission. Repository shall be turned ON for the same in 

subsequent class.  

E. Submissions will not be accepted if the students are resorting to 

unfair/unethical practices.  

F. Submissions with similarity index above 10 % shall be returned to the 

students’ for resubmission within 7 days with a penalty of THREE marks 

deduction.  

G. No Re-submissions shall be entertained after the prescribed time limit.   
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H. Re-submitted project reports still having similarity Index above 10% will not 

be considered for evaluation. However, faculty will ensure the quality based on 

the contents and sources referred.  (For more details please refer to University 

Grants Commission (Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of 

Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018.   

  

4. EVALUATION CRITERIA: 

  

Sr.  

No  

Evaluation Components  (Written Submission:  15  + 

 Viva-Voce 5= 20)  

01  Originality in the work, Style of Writing    3 Marks   

02  Content  Analysis  &  Critical  

Explanations  

3 Marks   

03  Summary  of  Findings  &  

Conclusion  

3 Marks   

04  Citation, Format & Footnotes  

  

3 Marks   

05  Presentation  (Clarity, Understanding & 

Response to Questions)  

3 Marks   

  

Faculty shall look into the above aspects while evaluating the project.  

  

5. PENALTY FOR LATE SUBMISSIONS: 

  

A. One day delay: one-mark deduction  

B. Two days delay: Two-mark deduction  

C. Three days delay: Three-mark deduction  

D. Four days delay: Four-mark deduction  

E. Five days delay: Five-mark deduction  
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F. Post 5 days, the submissions will not be taken for evaluation and such students 

have to repeat the same in the next schedule. The methodology and timeline will be 

announced in due course. 

6. VIVA VOCE: 

A. On the day of viva voce, attendance of the student is mandatory.  

B. The record of attendance shall be maintained by the concerned teacher  

C. The timing and schedule of the viva shall be intimated to the students well in 

advance by the concerned faculty member.  

D. Students are required to strictly adhere to the timings of the viva voce  

E. No preponement or postponement would be entertained under any 

circumstances  

  

7. GRIEVANCE MECHANISM: 

 

The concerned faculty member shall declare the result within 10 days from the day of 

submission as far as practicable & possible but should not be more than 15 days from 

the date of submission. 

There is no revaluation process for LL.M project, but a student can represent his/her 

grievance on grounds of oversight or inadvertent mistakes of evaluation by writing first 

to the concerned teacher within 3 days from the date of declaration of a result.  

 


