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FROM EDITORS

Constitution serves the purpose of limiting the power of the government 
and is a guide to the elected government to work for the welfare of the 
people. A constitution requires commitment from the people and the 
government to remain relevant to each generation. The relevancy and 
consistency demand adherence to the foundational principles as well 
the accommodation of the changes taking place across time. 

Under the Indian Constitution, the fundamental rights limit the power 
of the government, and the Directive Principles of the State Policy sets 
the welfare agenda of the popularly elected government. It also lays 
down the power and functions of different institutions of the state in 
detail along with the constitutional status of the election commission 
and office of the highest auditor of the country. 

In the last seven decades, the Constitution of India has been amended 
more than 100 times to incorporate the aspirations of the people. The 
change in the last seven decades has led to the increase of the Articles 
from 395 to more than 450. A few notable changes relate to giving 
due priority to welfare goals, validating more policies of affirmative 
action, introducing fundamental duties, reorienting the indirect tax 
regime and re-asserting the values of the Indian Constitution. The 
Constitution has experienced several challenges in the last seven 
decades. The resilient character of the Constitution has helped in 
addressing the contestations and conflicts either through judicial or 
legislative processes. Though the judicial intervention in every aspect 
of constitutional governance has portrayed the legal character of the 
Constitution it also promises social reform, economic prosperity and 
political progress. 

The journey of the seven decades is a testimony of stronger democratic 
values, peaceful transfer of power from one government to the other 
and adherence to judicial directions regardless of difference or 
deference with the ruling political dispensation. With all the incredible 
achievements in the last seven decades, there are unfulfilled agendas 
which require the attention of the government and people alike. The 
poor performance on the delivery of public goods is a matter of concern 
as it directly affects the quality of life and impacts the governance of 
the country. Thus, the government must strengthen education, public 
health, and physical and social infrastructure. 

In this book, sixteen authors have presented their perspectives on the 
functioning of the Constitution in the last seven decades.  The authors 
have touched upon the principles of constitutionalism, the functioning 
of the judiciary, independence and accountability of the judiciary, 
the relevance of fundamental duties, significance of representative 
judiciary, importance of freedom of expression, institutionalisation of 
the unenumerated rights (the right to privacy) and changing paradigm 
of transformative constitutionalism. 
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