EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
For the Engagement of an External Agency for Climate Law Development Project

Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU), Nava Raipur, Chhattisgarh

1. BACKGROUND

The Government of Chhattisgarh, through the Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate Change
(CGSCCC) and in partnership with HNLU, Nava Raipur, is initiating the formulation of a
Comprehensive Climate Change Legislation for the state. Climate change being a multi-
sectoral challenge requires an inclusive, legally sound, and participatory framework to support
mitigation, adaptation, and institutional coordination.

This EOI invites reputed agencies/individuals with relevant domain experience in climate law,
policy, and legislative drafting to support the legal research, consultation, and drafting work

for this state-level legislation.

2. OBJECTIVE
To identify and engage an agency with proven expertise in climate governance, policy research,
and legislative frameworks to assist in the following:

e Review and mapping of existing national and state frameworks.

e Study of global best practices.

o Stakeholder consultations across departments.

e Capacity-building inputs and policy integration.

o Finally, in drafting a state-specific Climate Change Legislation.

3. SCOPE OF WORK
The selected agency will collaborate closely with the project team at Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU) to undertake the following tasks in support of developing a model
State-level climate legislation for Chhattisgarh:
e Comprehensive Policy and Legal Review: Conduct a thorough review of existing
national and international frameworks on climate change governance, law, and policy.
This includes analysing legal instruments, climate-related commitments, and
comparative practices adopted by other countries and Indian states.
e Cross-Sectoral Legal and Policy Analysis: Examine the existing regulatory landscape
...industry, urban development, forestry, and health, with a view to identifying

climate vulnerabilities, policy gaps, and opportunities for legal reform.
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o Stakeholder Consultations and Data Collection: Design and execute a series of multi-
stakeholder consultations at both departmental and public levels. This shall involve
employing appropriate qualitative and quantitative research tools such as surveys,
structured interviews, and focus group discussions to capture the perspectives of
government departments, civil society, experts, and affected communities.

o Integration of Climate Priorities and Global Best Practices: Align the proposed
legislative framework with international environmental law principles, India's national
priorities under instruments such as the National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC), State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC), and long-term visions like
Vision 2047.

o Drafting of Legislative and Policy Instruments: Prepare a comprehensive draft of the
proposed State-level Climate Change Legislation, including an Explanatory
Memorandum, a Final Analytical Report, and any associated policy or regulatory
documents necessary for effective implementation.

e Capacity Building and Knowledge Dissemination: Develop user-friendly knowledge
products, training modules, and awareness materials to support institutional capacity
building for government departments and local bodies. These may include policy briefs,
training toolkits, or sector-specific guidance notes.

e Final Deliverable: Submit to HNLU a fully developed, consultatively prepared and
context-specific model climate change legislation for the State of Chhattisgarh,

incorporating all relevant findings, stakeholder inputs, and legal analysis.

4. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Agencies intending to apply must meet all the following eligibility requirements. Non-
compliance with any one of these criteria will render the application ineligible for further
evaluation.
4.1 Organisational and Legal Standing
o The applicant must be a legally registered entity in India (including registered not-for-
profit organisations, research institutions, think tanks, or consulting agencies) eligible

to enter a contract with government entities.

4.2 Financial and Regulatory Compliance
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The agency must have completed all necessary statutory tax compliance for the
previous financial year.

The agency must be able to submit audited financial statements for the most recent
financial year.

The agency must be registered on the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal and
able to provide proof of registration.

The agency should submit a self-declaration stating that it has not been blacklisted by
any government department or public sector undertaking as on the date of submission

of the bid.

4.3 Experience and Track Record

The agency or individual must have a minimum of 2 years of experience in the field of
climate change mitigation, adaptation, climate law, or related domains.

The agency must have been granted at least one project with a total contract value of
%25 lakhs or more in the relevant area of expertise.

The agency must have prior experience of working with Central Government and/or

State Government agencies in the area of climate change, policy, or law.

4.4 Technical Expertise and Team Composition

The agency and/or the proposed project team must have a demonstrable track record of
engagement in climate law, climate policy, energy and environmental law and policy
through relevant assignments, publications, or collaborations.

The team must demonstrate experience in cross-sectoral engagement, particularly in
sectors such as agriculture, energy, electricity, forests, health, urban and rural
development, and water resources, with proven outcomes in terms of research,
consultation, or policy input.

The team should have published or contributed to high-quality research publications,
policy briefs, reports, or frameworks on climate or environmental law and governance.
The agency must demonstrate experience in conducting policy-relevant research and
contributing to policy processes at the State and/or Central Government level.
Members of the proposed team should possess postgraduate degrees in relevant
disciplines, including, but not limited to, law, political science, public policy,

environmental science, climate science, or development studies.

4.5 Research and Stakeholder Engagement Skills
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5.

The team must have demonstrated competence in undertaking qualitative research,
including key informant interviews, focus group discussions, and other participatory
approaches.

The team should have experience in organising stakeholder consultations, preparing
detailed consultation reports, and integrating multi-stakeholder feedback into legal or

policy frameworks.

SUBMISSION FORMAT

Interested agencies are required to submit:

Note

5.1. Technical Proposal

Profile of the organisation.

Details of relevant experience and past assignments.
Description of team members and qualifications.
Methodology and work plan.

Proposed timeline and milestones.

Institutional capacity and government experience.
Any additional value-additions.

5.2. Financial Proposal

Detailed cost estimates (inclusive of taxes).

Budget split for staff, travel, workshops, publications, etc.

Justification of cost-efficiency.

: The proposals should be submitted in hard copy by or before the deadline. Late

submissions shall automatically result in the rejection of applications.

6.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

The selection of the agency will follow a two-stage evaluation process with a total score of 100

marks, comprising Technical Evaluation (75 marks) and Financial Assessment (25 marks).

6.1. Technical Evaluation (80 Marks Total): The technical assessment will include

two components:
6.1.A. Assessment Against Eligibility & Proposal Quality (56 Marks — 70% of

Technical Score): Evaluation will be based on the agency's experience, team expertise,

and proposed approach:
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Evaluation Parameters Max. Marks

Relevant Sectoral Experience — Climate law, governance, climate

policy, legislative drafting b
Team Qualifications and Expertise — Postgraduate qualifications
and sector-specific experience 10
Cross-Sectoral Engagement — Experience across agriculture, o

energy, forests, health, urban and rural development, etc.

Policy Contribution Track Record — Publications and engagement

with national/state policy frameworks s
Prior Government/International Collaborations — Work done

with Central/State Government or IGOs ’
Experience with Projects — Minimum one project worth %25 lakhs o

granted.

6.1.B. Interaction & Presentation Before Selection Committee (24 Marks — 30%
of Technical Score): Shortlisted agencies will make a presentation before the Selection
Committee, evaluated on:

e Understanding of project scope and methodology in climate governance

e Clarity of plan and deliverables

e Capacity to deliver high-quality and timely output
6.2. Financial Assessment (20 Marks)

Each applicant is required to submit a proposed cost/amount inclusive of taxes for undertaking

the assignment. The financial proposals will be comparatively evaluated based on cost-

effectiveness using the formula below:

Financial Score (FS) =20 x (FP/ F)

Where:

FS = Financial Score of the applicant
FP = Lowest proposed cost submitted
F = Proposed cost of the applicant under consideration

6.3. Final Selection — Consolidated Scoring

The final selection of the agency will be based on a consolidated scoring mechanism that

combines both technical and financial evaluations. The Consolidated Score (CS) will be
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computed by adding the Technical Score (TS) and the Financial Score (FS) obtained by each

applicant. The agency achieving the highest consolidated score will be selected for

engagement. In the event of a tie in the consolidated scores of two or more applicants, the

agency with the higher score in the Technical Evaluation component will be given preference,

ensuring that quality and domain expertise remain the foremost criteria in the selection process.

7.

Selection Board

The Selection Committee will consist of:

N kR =

Chairperson — Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of HNLU or nominee.
Member — Representative from CGSCCC.

Member — External expert in climate governance (nominated by VC).
Member — External expert in environmental law (nominated by VC).
Member — Principal Investigator.

Member — Co-Investigator 1.

Member — Co-Investigator 2.

Timelines and Submission
Last Date for Submission: Hard copy to the undersigned within 15 days from the date
of publication of the Eol in the newspaper.
Mode of Submission: All applications must be submitted in hard copy format and must
include:

o A formal cover note.

o All application forms with relevant supporting documents arranged in a logical

and indexed order; and

o A sealed, separate envelope containing the proposed financial quotation.
All materials must be enclosed within a single larger envelope and sent via Registered
Post/Speed Post to the address below. The application must reach the undersigned on
or before 5:00 PM on the last date of submission. Applications received after the
deadline will not be considered. Postal Address for Submission
Dr Rana Navneet Roy
Associate Professor of Law & Principal Investigator (Climate Change Project)
Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU)
Opposite Jungle Safari, Sector 40
Uparwara, Atal Nagar — Nava Raipur
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Chhattisgarh — 493661, India

9. General Terms and Application Fee Instructions

1.

Right to Accept or Reject Proposals: Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU)
reserves the absolute right to accept or reject any or all Expressions of Interest (EOIs),
either in full or in part, without assigning any reason whatsoever. No claim or
correspondence will be entertained by the University in this regard.
Shortlisting and Communication: Only those agencies that meet the eligibility
criteria and are shortlisted after the preliminary evaluation will be invited for the final
round of interaction and selection. No further communication will be sent to agencies
that did not get shortlisted.
Application Fee: All applicants are required to submit a non-refundable application
fee of ¥1,180/- (1,000 + 18% GST). The payment must be made via bank transfer to
the following account:

o Bank Details Beneficiary Name: Registrar, Hidayatullah National Law

University

o Bank Name: State Bank of India

o Branch Address: Indravati Bhawan, Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar

o Account Number: 41394244908

o IFSC Code: SBIN0018097

o MICR Code: 492002055

o SWIFT Code: SBININBB646

Applicants must attach proof of payment with their application. This must clearly

include:

o Date of transaction

o Transaction ID or UTR number

o Name of the remitting agency

Applications submitted without payment proof or with incomplete transaction

details will be considered ineligible for further processing.

4. Confidentiality Clause: All documents, proposals, and supporting materials submitted

by the applicants will be treated as confidential and used solely for evaluation. The
University shall ensure that no part of the submission is disclosed to any third party
without prior written consent from the applicant, except as required under law or for

evaluation purposes.
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APPLICATION FORMAT FOR SUBMISSION
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
For the Engagement of an External Agency for Climate Law Development Project

Hidayatullah National Law University (HNLU), Nava Raipur, Chhattisgarh

PART A. General Information
1. Name of the Agency/Organisation:

2. Registered Address:

3. Website (if any):

4. Name and Designation of the Authorized Representative:

5. Email Address:

6. Phone Number:

7. Year of Establishment:

8. Legal Status (Proprietorship/Partnership/LLP/Company/Trust/Other — specify):
(Attach Copy of Incorporation/Registration Certificate)

PART B. Mandatory Eligibility Criteria Checklist

Please provide supporting documents for all the following criteria. Incomplete forms or

unsupported claims may lead to disqualification:

Completion of tax compliance and submission of |[Yes /| Audited Balance Sheet [1

1
audited accounts for the previous financial year No |I[TR/CA Certificate
2— Registered on Government e-Marketplace (GeM) |Yes /|[d GeM Registration
portal No | Certificate
3_ Not blacklisted by any Government or Government||Yes / ||[J Self-declaration on agency

Undertaking No |[letterhead

.. ) ) Yes / ||[J Project completion
4 |Minimum 2 years experience in relevant field

No ||certificates or work orders

Minimum one project related to climate Vs /
es
5 |mitigation/adaptation with Central/State N [0 Work Order / MoU Copy

0
Government
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Experience of working on a project with a Yes / ||J Sanction Letter / Contract /

6
minimum value of 325 lakhs No | Invoice
. Proven track record of work on climate law, policy | Yes /|[d List of publications /
or governance No |reports / deliverables
q Experience with cross-sectoral issues (agriculture, | Yes /| [ Brief descriptions / team

electricity, forests, etc.) No |lexperience

Postgraduate degrees of team members in relevant
. . . Yes /|0 CVs and Degree
9 ||disciplines (law, environment, political science,
No | Certificates

etc.)

o Experience conducting qualitative research Yes / ||[J Methodology write-up or
(interviews, FGDs, etc.) No |previous samples

" Experience organising stakeholder consultations  |[Yes / | Evidence of past
and report drafting No |levents/reports

. Previous engagement with government or Yes / ||d Relevant MoUs / Project
international organisations on climate policy No |[Letters

o ) Yes /|| Relevant proof of payment
13||Application Fee of Rs 1000/ paid
No |with date and transaction id.

PART C. Technical Proposal

1. Description of the Agency’s Sectoral Expertise and Past Work (Max 2 pages or upload
separate document):

2. Profile and Qualifications of Core Team Members (Attach CVs, highlight relevant work
and publications):

3. Proposed Methodology and Understanding of Scope (Describe approach in 1-2 pages):

4. Proposed Work Plan and Timelines (Outline the phased timeline with milestones):

PART D. Financial Proposal

The applicant must submit the proposed total cost of undertaking the project, inclusive of

all applicable taxes, in a separately sealed envelope clearly marked as “Financial Quotation

— [Name of the Applicant]”. This quotation must reflect a realistic and competitive cost

proposal in alignment with the scope of work outlined in the EOI. The quoted amount should
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cover all services, deliverables, team costs, and administrative expenses necessary for the
completion of the assignment.

PART E. Declaration

I/We hereby declare that the information provided above is true and correct to the best of
my/our knowledge and belief. All necessary supporting documents have been attached. I/We
understand that any misrepresentation may lead to disqualification.

Authorized Signatory:

Name:

Designation:

Signature:

Date:

Seal of Organisation:
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