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Concept Note

Access to justice is widely acknowledged as a fundamental pillar
of constitutional democracy, sustainable development, and the
protection of human rights. However, for indigenous communities,
achieving justice remains a complex and multidimensional challenge.
Historical marginalisation, geographical remoteness, linguistic
diversity, customary governance systems, socio-economic
disadvantages, and limited institutional accessibility continue to
impede equitable access to justice.

Although governments have introduced a range of legal aid
programmes, welfare initiatives, special legislations, and institutional
mechanisms for Scheduled Tribes and indigenous peoples, there has
been limited systematic evaluation of whether these interventions
effectively translate into meaningful justice outcomes. Existing
approaches have predominantly focused on the existence of legal
provisions rather than assessing their practical impact on the lives of
indigenous communities.

An Access to Justice Audit offers an evidence-based framework
to evaluate whether justice systems are genuinely accessible,
affordable, accountable, culturally responsive, timely, and effective.
Rather than merely documenting the availability of institutions or
schemes, such an audit examines lived experiences, institutional
responsiveness, procedural barriers, and the overall quality of justice
outcomes.

This workshop seeks to bring together judges, policymakers,
legal practitioners, tribal leaders, academics, representatives of legal
aid institutions, civil society organisations, researchers, and students
to develop interdisciplinary perspectives on designing measurable
indicators for auditing access to justice. The deliberations will explore
how technology, community participation, customary justice
systems, legal empowerment, and evidence-based policymaking can
strengthen justice delivery for indigenous communities.

The proposed workshop aligns with the constitutional vision of
social justice, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
16 on Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, and India's commitment
toinclusive, equitable, and participatory governance.
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Despite constitutional safeguards and legal protections,
indigenous communities continue to face significant barriers to
accessing justice due to geographical, socio-economic, cultural, and
institutional challenges. This workshop seeks to introduce an Access
to Justice Audit as an evidence-based framework for evaluating the
accessibility, inclusiveness, and effectiveness of justice systems. By
bringing together key stakeholders, the workshop aims to develop
measurable indicators and policy recommendations that promote
accountable, inclusive, and culturally responsive justice, aligned
with the constitutional vision of social justice, UNDRIP, and SDG 16:
Peace, Justice and Strong Institution.

Objectives

The workshop aims to:

1. Examine the concept of an Access to Justice Audit from
constitutional, legal, and public policy perspectives.

2 Identify structural, institutional, procedural, and socio-
cultural barriers that impede access to justice for indigenous
communities.

8. Develop measurable indicators and assessment frameworks

for evaluating access to justice.

4, Explore the role of customary institutions and indigenous
dispute resolution mechanisms alongside the formal justice
system.

5. Examine the potential of digital technologies, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), e-governance, and legal aid innovations in
1mproving justice delivery.

6. Recommend policy interventions for developing accountable,
culturally sensitive, inclusive, and evidence-based justice
systems.
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Workshop SDG Mapping

SDG 4 - Quality Education  Legal literacy, research, capacity
building, awareness

SDG 5 - Gender Equality Indigenous women's rights, inter-
sectionality, gender-responsive
justice

SDG 9-Industry, Innovation Al-enabled legal services, digital

and Infrastructure justice, e-governance, mobile courts

SDG 10-Reduced Addressing exclusion and improving

Inequalities justice access for indigenous
communities

SDG 16 - Peace, Justice Access to justice, legal empowerment,

and Strong Institutions accountable institutions, justice audits

Workshop Structure

INAUGURAL SESSION

09:30 AM - Welcome Address, Inaugural Address,
10:30 AM Chief Guest Address

10:30 AM -  Tea/Coffee Break -
1M00AM  Networking

SESSION - 1

1:00 AM-  Understanding Accessto 3 Meaning and dimensions of access

Opening Ceremony

Interaction Among Participants

1200PM  Justice: Constitutional, to justice
Legal, and Conceptual  p  Constitutional guarantees for
Foundations Scheduled Tribes and Indigenous
Peoples

c. SDG 16 and the justice ecosystem

d. UNDRIP and international human
rights standards

e. Moving from legal rights to
measurable justice outcomes
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SESSION - 2

12:00 PM -  Habitat Rights Customary Justice, Legal Pluralism, and
01:00 PM Community Participation

01:00 PM - Lunch Break

0200PM  Networking Informal Interaction among Participants

SESSION - 3

02.00PM - Barriersto Justicefor 5 geggraphic isolation and
03:00PM Indigenous Communities institutional accessibility

b. Language, literacy, and procedural
barriers

c¢. Land, forest, and natural resource
rights

d. Gender and intersectional
vulnerabilities

e. Criminal justice and the
disproportionate representation of
indigenous communities

f  Building trust between justice
institutions and indigenous peoples

03:00 PM - Community Forest a. Recognition of Community Forest
0400PM  Governance, Gram Sabha's  Resource (CFR)
& Biodiversity b. Role of Gram Sabha's in decision
Conservation making
c. Integration of Customary Ecological
Knowledge

d. Protection of Traditional Livelihood

VALEDICTORY SESSION

04:00 PM -  Closing Ceremony Summary of Deliberations,

04:30 PM Recommendations, Adoption of the Raipur
Declaration on Auditing Access to Justice
for Indigenous Communities, Vote of Thanks
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Expected Outcomes

1.

Development of an indicative framework for auditing access to
justice for indigenous communities.

Identification of measurable justice indicators for
policymakers, legal aid institutions & judicial administrators.

Recommendations for integrating customary justice
mechanisms within the constitutional framework.

A roadmap for technology-enabled, community-centred justice
innovations.

Publication of an edited volume, policy brief, or workshop
proceedings on Justice Audits for Indigenous Communities.

Suggested Distinguished Participants
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Judges of the Supreme Court of India and High Courts
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA)
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

State Legal Services Authorities

State Tribal Affairs Departments

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
Academicians and Law Schools

Anthropologists and Sociologists

Tribal leaders and community representatives
Civil society organisations

Technology and Artificial Intelligence experts
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Proposed Valedictory Outcome

The workshop may culminate in the adoption of the Raipur
Declaration on Auditing Access to Justice for Indigenous
Communities, outlining guiding principles, measurable indicators,
and policy recommendations for evaluating justice delivery to
indigenous peoples. The Declaration may serve as a valuable
reference framework for judicial institutions, legal aid authorities,
policymakers, researchers, and civil society organisations committed
to advancing an inclusive, accountable, and culturally responsive
justice system.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For further details and queries, please contact:

Dr. Ayan Hazra
Assistant Professor
Head, Centre for Law & Indigenous People
Email Id: dr.ayanhazra@hnlu.ac.in
Contact No: 9691714380
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